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CAN'T 
YOU GO 
FASTER? 

CAN'T YOU PLEASE 
TO BE HOLDING ONTO © 
YOUR WATER, SIR2 YOU 
ARE VERY MUCH TO BE 
MAKING ME ANERVOUS 

DRIVE 

CsPTER ONE 
OLD TALES REVISITED 

In which we meget mang of oar principal plagers and get jast 
the first hint or two of some of the mgriad troubles to come. 

Writlen by  Peneilled bg Inked b 
Bill Willingham Isan Medina Sieve lbgialoha 
lettered by Colored by Sherilyn Separated 
Todd Kigin van Valkenburgh by Zglenol 

Cover art bY Assistant Editor Editor 
alzev Mariah Haughner ShellyS ond 

FABLES is ergated by Bill Willingham ha 
< cf. 

AND WHATCHANGE 
WOULD THAT BE, SIR2 YOu 
ARE TO BE GIVING ME, ie 
ACCORDINGTOTHE METER, | 
TWENTY-FIVE CENTS 

MORE! me 
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AROUND HERE INA 
GOOP LONGTIME, 

OT EAS 
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YOU LOOK 
OUT OF BREATH, 

JACK. BEEN CLIMBING 
BEANSTALKS 

AGAIN? 

Y T'M A BIT BUSY, JACK. DIP YOU RUN ALL THERE WAS -- 
THE WAY OVER HERE JUST 10 TRADEVERBAL | THEREIS--A 

| BARBS, OR IG THERE SOMETHING ELSE TERRIBLETHING-- } } 
We YOU NEEDZ A CRIME -- a 

~ i A as 
TERRIBLE 

| PENED! 



THE ONLY PROBLEM 
THATPIRECTLY CONCERNS 

THIS OFFICE IS HOW 
BEASTLY YOU LOOK, AND 
HAVE BEEN LOOKING 

RECENTLY. 

HE'D BLAME 
Me! we N 

YOu, MY THWEET, BUT T 
THEEM TO TURN BACKTOA F 
BEETHD, TO THE EXTHENT 
THAT YOUWH MAP 

TINS 
Va 

& a wy 
{) Cha 

Z J 

VY HESAIP THAT HIS 
CURSE REASSERTS !TGELF 
TO THE EXTENT THAT I BE- 

BUT YOU TRY BEING 
\V MARRIED FOR ALMOST A 

THOUSAND YEARS WITHOUT A 
N FEWUPS ANP POWNS 

\ ALONG THE WAY. 

NO ONE CAN BE 
PERFECTLY, BLIGSFULLY 
HAPPY AND IN LOVE FOR 

SO LONG. 

em §=THIS WOULDBE 

N/ 
STAND 

YOU 

Vit THITH TWANZ/THONAL PEWEIOD THATH THE 
PWOBWEM. MY FANGTH HAB GWOAN IN BUTMY MOUTH 

HATHENT GWOAN BIG ENOUGH TO FITH THEM YET. 

5 THO 
~ ( I THPEKE 

FUNNY. 
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AS. GORRY AS IAM FOR | THE MUNDANES MAY LOOK TO IF YOU CAN'T MAINTAIN 
YOUR MARITAL “DIFFICULTIES,” TF tHeir GOVERNMENT TO SOLVE THEIR ANORMAL HUMAN APPEAR- 
IT IGN'T ANY OF MY BUSINESS. PROBLEMS, BUT IN THE FABLE COM- ANCE OR PURCHASE A CON- WE BARELY HAVE ENOUGH ie rhs 

| MONEY AND MANPOWER TORUN |) Meee ee ee WEO ee 
THE MOST BASIC OF UNDER- > 
GROUND GOVERNMENT OUR ONLY CONCERN IS THAT 

CEALING GLAMOUR 
FROM ONE OF OUR 

WITCHES -- 

--OUR RULES 
MANPATE THAT You 
BE RELOCATED 
UPSTATE TO THE 
FARM, WHERE 
ALL THE OTHER 
NONHUMAN 
FABLES LIVE, 

SERVICES. YOU'RE CURRENTLY IN VIOLATION OF 
OUR MOST VITAL LAW: NO FABLE SHALL 

IV, WE CAN'T AFFORD T0 00 BY. ACTION ORINACTION, CAUSEOUR  f 
MARITAL COUNSELING, AND TO MAGICAL NATURE TO BECOME KNOWN 

TO THE MUNDANE WORLD, BE PERFECTLYCANPID, T 
WOULDN'T ALLOW IT IF WE 

COULD. 

YW 

| [ BUT WEDIDN'T ESCAPE FROM AS SYMPATHETIC © MANY OF THE FABLES --I'D } 
THE HOMELANDS WITH OUR FORTUNE ASTAMTOYOUR EVEN SAYMOSTOF US-- 
INTACT! WE CAN'TAFFORP A 
GLAMOUR POWERFUL ENOUGH TO 
HIDE MY HUSBAND'S CURSE. WE 
BARELY MAKE ENOUGH 4 OUT OF OUR 

BETWEEN US TOGET BY HOMELANDS 
/ a BY THE 

ADVERSARY. 

MAKE DO \ Lied, 
BEST WE 

UNP ITH THOTH 
THAME MONEY TWUBBLES \ \ 
THATEXATHERBATHES 

OWAH MAWITAL 
PWOBWEMG ANP MAKTH 
THE CURTH COME 

BACK. 
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LL 
THERE ARE ONLY A HANPFUL 

/ OF US WORKING IN THE UNDERGROUND 
FABLE GOVERNMENT, WE'RE ALREADY 
SERIOUSLY OVERWORKED ANP UNPER- 
PAID, AND IT'S EVERYTHING WE CAN PO 
TO KEEP OUR EXILE COMMUNITY 

WE DON'T EVEN HAVE THE 
POWER TO TAX OUR MEMBERS. 

WE GET BYON DONATIONS, ANP Il 
HALF OUR TIME |S SPENT BOWING, J] 
SCRAPING ANP KISSINGASS TO 
GET WHAT LITTLE WE CAN 

BRINGIN EACH YEAR. 

— | ~ . | rr / 

me | (pwc 
a) rl \ pe PLEASE BELIEVE 

ME WHEN I SAY THAT ICAN'T 
HELP YOU SORT OUT THIS 

SITUATION, 

BUT YOU 
AWUNT WEAWY THE 

MAYOAH., 

( 
Ai Jas s :) 

oa ie, yf 

mt. 5 “ ! +. 
a My J > 
(EN 3 S&F : = erat = 

TRUE, I’M NOT REALLY 
j THE MAYOR OF FABLETOWN, ¥ 
ONLY HI5 DEPUTY. ANP IF You 
WANT TO MAKE AN APPOINT- 
MENT TO TELL YOUR TALE OF 
WOE DIRECTLY TO KING 
COLE, THAT'S YOUR 

PREROGATIVE. 

a aah 

oP 

D 

\ 

BUT I'LL TELL YOU RIGHT 
NOW WHAT WILL HAPPEN, HE/LL 

LISTEN TD YOU ANP MAKE ALLTHE 
RIGHT NOIGES ABOUT HOW SORRY 
HE IS FOR YOUR PLIGHT--AND HIS. 
SYMPATHY WILL BE GENUINE 

MK. BECAUSE HE'S A WONDERFUL, 
EMPATHETIC MAN, 

ANP THEN THE 
” MOMENT YOU'RE OUT 
THE POOR, HE'LL ASK ME 
WHAT Z WANT TO DO ABOUT 
IT, BECAUSE THAT'S HOW WE 
WORK. HE DOES ALL THE FOR- 
MAL GLAPHANPING. HE 
MAKES THE OFFICIAL APPEAR- 
ANCES ANP HOSTS THE CERE- 
MONIAL FUNCTIONS. AND T 
DO THE REAL WORK 
OF RUNNING OLR 
COMMUNITY. 



FOR BETTER OR WORSE, YOU'VE 
JUST HAD YOUR APPEALTO CITY HALL. 

YOU PIVORCED YOUR 
PRINCE CENTURIES AGO. YOU 

HAVE NO [PEA HOW HARD IT IS TO 
KEEP A MARRIAGE GOING 0 

LONG. 

DON'TGET  ¥ 
PERSONAL 2 
AFTER SHE 
OPENLY 
CRITIEIZED 
OUR MARRIED 

LIFE? 

ie NM 
WV” wc JUST WHO IS SHE 

TO CRITICIZE ANYONES PERSONAL (C2 
LIFE, AFTER WHAT Z HEARD ABOUT NA 

\ HER TAWDRY LITTLE ADVENTURE 

Poss 

NOWAH, DEAH. 
THEWES NO WEASON 
TO GET PERSONOAH. 

OKAY, FOLKS, BUSINESS 
IS PILING HP AND WE 
NEED TO MOVETHINGS 
ALONG TO MISS WHITES 
NEXT APPOINT- 



me 
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BUT WE 
WEREN'T 
FINISHED! 

\) 

YES YOU WERE, MA‘AM, 
ASSUMING YOU HOPED To 
SURVIVE YOUR LAST COMMENT. 
TAKE MY ADVICE, SOME TOPICS 
ARE BEST NEVER BROUGHT Ss Ur 
NEVER DISCUSS 

PERSONAL HYGIENE WITH 
A BRIDGE TROLL, NEVER 
TRADE CASSEROLE RECIPES 
WITH A BLACK FOREST WITCH. 
BUT ABOVE ALL, WHEN 
TALKING TO THE PEPUTY 

MAYOR-~- 

5 HER 
ROYAL MIBS 

IN2 
BEAUTY, MISTER BEAST. 
GOODBYE, MISS Se 

TAKE CARE, NOW. AB 

li “hd Gs) i | 
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OH MY, THATS VERY CLEVER. 
YOU'RE A DELIGHTFULLY 
CLEVER MAN. POSITIVELY... 

UHM,,.YES. 
SO, WILLTHERE 
BE ANYTHING 
a 

4 7 TL 

POT 
ANP HOw = al 5 f 

DIP YOU FIND PT imply LooKep “A 
BEHINP THE POTATO 
AND THERE IT WAS. 

NOTHING MORE TO EAT OR PRINK, MI5S, 
BUT WE'VE SHARED SUCH ANICE FLIRTA- 
TION THIS AFTERNOON THAT I’M 

K. TEMPTED TO ASK YOU FOR YOu 
PHONE NUMBER, 

ACTUALLY, IM 
ABOUT 10 GO OFF \\ Zz 
SHIFT AND TM SA 
TEMPTED TO ASK 
YOU TOCOME HOME B 
WITH MERIGHT £ 

Now. 



THATS A DELIGHTFUL 
IDEA, DEAR MISS MOLLY, 
BUT TM AFRAID THAT 
WOULD CREATE A SLIGHT 
PROBLEM FOR ONE OR 
BOTH OF US. 

BUT IF I'MTO GOHOM E é‘ 
WITH YOU--WELL, WE'RE SUDDENLY pr 

FACEDWITH A RATHER AWKWARD MOMENT. 

SINCE WE'RE JUST 
MINUTES AWAY | 
DOING WONDERFULLY 
NASTY THINGS TO x7 
EACH OTHER 
DON'TYOU THINK _, 

/ THATS 
) SERIOUSLY, A FOR SURE. WHOARE. 

COMPLETELY 

rsp = 

ICAMEIN \ | R Sy g 
HERE WItH- | |f REALLY? let 

OUTA 
PENNY TO 
MY NAME, 
AND MY PLAN 
WAS TO EAT 
A FILLING 
MEAL AND 
THEN SKIP 
OUT ON THE 

BUT YOU'D 
LIKE TO COME 
BACK WITH ME } THAT IS 
TO MY PLACE2 

A MY FONPEST 
DESIRE. 

ANP UTTERLY. 4 

| I'M PRINCE CHARMING, 
1 OF COURSE. 

WELL, I GUESS I CAN AFFORD 
TO PICK UP THE CHECK SINCE I WOULD 
HAVE BEEN STUCK WITH ITANYWAY, IF 

YOU'IR.BNUCK OUT. 
Ww 

YOU'RE A GOOP 
SPORT, MOLLY. LAQORE 

YOU ALREADY. 

‘ WHT 

EMBARRASSED \\ 
TO ADMIT THAT I'D 
ACTUALLY HAVE TO 
FETCH MY WALLET 
TO RECALL WHICH 
IDENTITY IM 
USING THESE 

15 ITREALLY 
SO IMPORTANT, 

DARLING? 



” WHAT PO YOU 
i> -+-| NEEO, MISTER WOLF2 * 

TM BUSY RIGHT 
IN 

YOU NEED TO 
PREPARE YOURGELF 
FOR SOME BAD NEWS, 

DON'T BE SO 
DRAMATIC. T ALREADY 
KNOW. MY EX IS BACK 

IN TOWN. 

oY APPARENTLY, " 
Ye/ HE MANAGED TO FINALLY 
SY WEAR OUTHIS WELCOME 
\{ AMONGEVEN THEMOST ff 

INBRED ELEMENTS 
OF EUROPEAN 

ROYALTY, 

NU 

THIS /SN'TABOUT PRINCE “THIS MAY SURPRIGE XU 
CHARMING. IT'S ABOUT YOUR } YOU, MISTER WOLF BUT \ 

SISTER, ROSERED. _f I/MNOTENT/RELY AN 
- "| {DIOT. J ACTUALLY 

KNOW MYSIETERS 

A 
Zz SOWHATS EZ 
SS SHE DONE THIS 
Time? 

= ae ae = 

REPORT-- HNCONFIRMED 
MIND YOU--THAT SHES 

SSG, GONE MISSING. SHES 
: a POSSIBLY THE VICTIM 

OF VIOLENCE. 

HER BOYFRIEND WAS JUST HERE Vil La 
TO REPORT THATHE'DFOUNDHER Jgy 

APARTMENT TRASHED THIS 
MORNING, 7 



“YOU HAD ME SCARED FOR A MINUTE, 
MISTER WOLE, BUT MY SISTER 1S THE 
LAST OF THE DEDICATED PARTY FIENDS. |. 
SHE'S THE ORIGINAL WILDCHILD, : 

SISO ES =a 
pi Q Drs 

JM AFRAID THIS : 
TIME ITS DIFFERENT. Wg . f 

THERE'S BLOOD. Ea DAMNEDRIGHT Y I DON'T THIN 
LOTS OF IT. T WANT TO KNOW. } THAT WOULD BE A 

IM GOING WITH ] GOOD IDEA, NOT 
A YOU. UNTIL T/VE GOTTEN 

yo" A FIRST-HAND 
LOOK AT THE 
SITUATION, 

SS 

I’M GOING OVER 
THERE NOW TO 
INVESTIGATE, 
BUTI THOUGHT 
YOU'D? WANT TO 
KNOW RIGHT 

y AWAY. y 
“if WAY —— 

TM NOT MUCH INTERESTED | {i SE LFA =| 
IN WHAT YOU THINK 4S AND /SN/T | eZ “OS 
A GOOD IDEA. SHES MY SISTER, N ; imi \4 ‘A 

TM YOUR BOSS. as c 
Def’ THEN WE SEEM TO BE AT AN IMPASGE. I SUGGEST A 
“Yl COMPROMISE, AND THECOMPROMISE I& THIS: I'M 

ini \ COMING WITH YOU, ANP IF YOU DON'T LIKE IT, CLEAN 
_ OUT YOUR OFFICE ANDGET OUT OF THE 
> BUILDING. 

} 

BOSS OR NOT, SNOW, I'M 
NOT ABOUT TO LET YOU INTER- 
FERE WITH MY WORK. T TOLD 
YOU THIS AS A COURTESY, BUT 
I WON'T HAVE ANAMATEUR 
STAMPING THROUGH A 
POSSIBLE CRIME SCENE, 
DESTROYING EVIDENCE. 



ae YOU'RE 
ar Amazing. 

WRI 
Hee Ninalg’s 17, 

_ UNA 
Ta os IS 

KSY 

TVE ALWAYS BELIEVED 
ATRULYACCOMPLISHED 
NOBLEMAN SHOULD HONE 
HI5 COCKGMANGSHIP EVERY 
BITAS MUCH AS HIS 
SWORDSMANSHIP. 

y WY 
IN EACH CASE ONE SHOULD 
KNOW WHEN ITS BETTER TO 
THRUST OR PARRY OR BIND. 

WHEN IT'STIME NX 
JO WITHDRAWOR. 

RIPOSTE. af 

I DON'T KNOW WHAT 
RIPOSTE MEANS, BUT DON'T 

L YOU DARE WITHDRAW VET! 



S0 WHY DIDN'T YOU! RE NOT 
JACK STICK AROUND ALLOWEP TO 
AFTER HE REPORTED \ SMOKE INTHE 

THE CRIME? CAB, SIR. 

(ree 

HE'S THE ONLY ONE I CAN 
TRUST TO KEEP THE SCENE SAFE, 

] SINCE HE'S THE ONE WHO D/S- 
COVERED IT. IF TACK WANTED 
TO ALTER THE EVIDENCE HE 
ALREADY DID ITBEFORE HE 
CAME IN TO REPORT THE 

Y AND IF THATS THE 
CASE, HE WON'T WANT 

[| ANYONE ELSE COMING is 

< ALONG TO FURTHER ALTER AJ 
\ HIS ALTERATIONS, 

Iu 

I SENT HIM AHEAD TO GHARD THE 
CRIME SCENE. I DIDN'T WANT ANYONE 

THAT LIKE ASKING 
THE FOX TO GUARD 
THE HEN HOUSE2 

(7 OH JOY, NOW MY 
MOTHER CAN GET THAT 

n\ KIDNEY OPERATION 
\ SHE SO DESPERATELY 

IMPRESSION THAT YOUR 
OPEN DISAPPROVAL OF 

ROSE FOUNPMOST 
TTRACTIVE INHIM. A 



I WOULDN'T CHARACTERIZE IT AS 
“DRIFTING,” ROSE SEEMS TO HAVE 
DEDICATED HER LIFE TO DOING WHAT- 
EVER WILL CAUSE YOU THE MOST } 
PAIN ANP EMBA 

GETTING A BIT 
NOSY, MISTER 

WOLF 

WROSEANDI | NA 
HAVE DRIFTED APART 
OVER THE YEARS, al 

; YOU'RE 

1 

\ of I CAN'T HELP BUT 
NOTICE THINGS, SNOW. IT 
BELIEVE THAT'S WHY YOU 
HIRED ME AS FABLE- 
TOWN'S SHERIFF. 

c\ Pi 

iy” 

I DIDN'T WANT TO 
SEE ITA SECOND ¢ 

BH | TIME. ITS HORRIBLE. BN, 
YOU'LL SEE. - WN 

EVERYTHING 
JUST THE WAY YOU 

LEFT IT, JACK2 

HAVEN'T 
GONE BACK 

Se” gy 



Y cHGop! ) MY seezirs 
HORRIBLE! 
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HOLD THIS. ~ 
MGOINGTO \f 

NEED MYSENSES 
CLEAR. 

DO NOT COME IN 
FOR ANY REASON 

z= 
MUNITY. NOONE }L\| |||] \ 

N\ LETS THE MUNDY qe EIS = 
COPS IN ON IT. ho De 

a 
2 

TO SEE IF SHES IN 
THERE! 

+ 1 Mt 
Ed | , 

i a! 

OT HERE. 
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GOTH OF YoU Y JACK, IF SHE OPENS HER 
SHUT UPANP LET 

ME WORK 

IF SHE SCREAMS OR RESISTS, 
YOU HAVE MY PERMISSION 
TO KNOCK HER SENSE 

LESS. 

GET THE MESSAGE. K 
T’LL KEEP QUIET-- e~ 

FOR NOW 

Nt 
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~ SQ 

'. | A \\S 

a 
ty me 
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JACK, TIM 
; 

{ TAKING YOU 
BUT I ‘i 

Ns } tides) >, ( poweR-map 

el MGA) > fusnenir! 

BUT NEVER 
SMART. 

NOW LCAN ADD 
ATTEMPTEDASSAKLT | 
TO THE CHARGES. ( 

YOu 
OCCASIONALLY 
BEEN CLEVER, 

JACK. 

NEXT: THE 

(UNDUSUAL SUSPECTS A SS 
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